
CCONTROLLING Johne’s disease
essentially helps control many
other infectious diseases such as
Salmonella, Cryptosporidium, and
several viral diseases affecting
young calves. These diseases can
spread from cows to calves through
manure, the fecal-oral route of in-
fection transmission.

Limiting disease transmission
takes a full-fledged biosecurity plan
which involves many different
facets. The table below is an excel-
lent resource for use in determin-
ing how specific management

changes can impact herd health.
Healthier calves lead to more

productive cows. Research has
proven that cows that are test-
negative for Johne’s disease have
higher lactation and lifetime milk
production. And these cows have
the least likelihood of producing
M. paratuberculosis contaminat-
ed milk.

For all these reasons, Johne’s dis-
ease control measures are simply
part of best management practices
that should be followed on all farms
regardless of Johne’s status.

It’s not just about Johne’s
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by Michael T. Collins, D.V.M.

Practices that will help 
prevent these diseases

Visitors

Disinfect boots before and after visit x x x x x x x x x
Wear clean clothes x
Do not visit farms for five days after visiting endemic area x

Herd Health

Vaccination ? x x x x x x x x x x
Testing x x x x x x
Quarantine arriving animals x x x x x x x x x
Segregation of infected and sick animals x x x x x x x x
Culling of chronically infected animals x x x x x
Pest control practices used (flies, rodents, birds) x x x x x x
Individual plastic palpation sleeves and individual needles x

Calf Management

Vaccination of dry cows and bred heifers when combined 
with good colostrum management x x x

Calve in clean pen, remove calf ASAP x x x x x x x x
House individually, isolated from adults, in well ventilated area x x x x x x x x x x x
Colostrum: Feed four quarts of good quality colostrum from 
test-negative cow within four hours x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x
Dip navel in 7 percent tincture of iodine or Nolvasan x
Clean and disinfect feeding equipment daily x x x x x
Feed milk replacer or pasteurized milk x x x x x x x
Feed a coccidiostat x

Feed Management

Dedicated feeding equipment x x x x x x x x
Disposal of feeding refusals from adult cattle x x x x x x x x

Manure Management

Pens kept clean x x x x x x x x
Maternity pens kept clean x x x x x x x x
Maternity and youngstock areas kept at a distance from 
manure storage areas x x x x x x x x

Milking Management

Milkers use good milking practices x x
Teats are dipped after milking x x
Dry cow treatment given at dry-off x
Regular maintenance of milking equipment x x
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Preventing infectious diseases or Pathogens on your dairy farm

TO HELP LIMIT DISEASE it is important to keep calves individually housed and elim-
inate contact with other calves, as well as manure from the adult cows.
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